
Emerging Leaders in the Americas Program (ELAP)  

 
Description: ELAP scholarships provide students from Latin America and the Caribbean with short-term exchange 
opportunities for study or research at the college, undergraduate and graduate levels. 

 

 
Background 

 
In 2009, the Government of Canada announced the Emerging Leaders in the Americas Program (ELAP) to support the 
development of human capital and the next generation of leaders in the Americas while strengthening the linkages 
between post-secondary institutions in Canada and Latin America and the Caribbean. 

 
The scholarships also advance Canada’s objectives for the Americas: democratic governance, peace and security and 
prosperity in the region. 

 
Over 400 scholarships are awarded every year for a total of over 3,000 scholarships since 2009. 

 
Guidelines 

 
ELAP scholarships are facilitated through institutional collaborations and student exchange agreements between 
Canadian and Latin American and Caribbean institutions. These agreements are created between colleges, technical 
or vocational institutions and universities. Students or researchers remain registered as full time students in their 
home institution during this exchange. 

 
Canadian post-secondary institutions: 

 
• are responsible for submitting applications on behalf of students from institutions in Latin America and the 

Caribbean; 
• are encouraged to promote the opportunity to faculty and staff, as well as to partner institutions abroad; 

and 
• with successful candidates will receive a financial contribution from Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development 

Canada (DFATD) to disburse scholarships to recipients. 
 

Non-Canadian institutions: 
 

• communicate with partner institutions in Canada to confirm or explore new student exchange 
agreements; 

• promote the program through their international offices; and 
• identify excellent students and provide their names to the Canadian partner institution, which is 

responsible for submitting the scholarship applications. 
 

Scholarship Value and Duration 
 

The Canadian institution will receive funding for all successful candidates in the form of a contribution agreement 
and will be responsible for providing the funds to scholarship recipients. 

 
The scholarship value varies depending on the duration and level of study. The scholarship value for students is: 

 
• $7,200 CAN for college and undergraduate students for a period of four months or one academic term of 

study or research; 
• $7,200 CAN for graduate students for a period of four months or one academic term of study or research; or 
• $9,700 CAN for graduate students for a period of five or six months of study or research. 
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Canadian institutions will disburse funds to the student or researcher to cover costs including: 

• visa and/or study/work permit expenses; 
• funding for the most economical round trip economy class ticket; 
• funding for health insurance; 
• monthly living allowance; and 
• required books, supplies and equipment, not including computers. 

 
 

As part of the Emerging Leaders in the Americas Program, select graduate-level students will be invited to 
participate in a study tour focused on Canadian democratic governance and civil society or other key priority areas. 

 
The Canadian institution receives $300 CAN per student or researcher to cover administration fees once the 
scholarship recipient arrives in Canada. 

 
Eligibility 

 
Candidates must be citizens of one of the following eligible countries: 

 
• Caribbean: Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman 

Islands, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, Saint Kitts and 
Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks and Caicos; 

• Central America: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama; 
• North America: Mexico; or 
• South America: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

Candidates: 

• who have obtained Canadian citizenship or who have applied for permanent residency in Canada are not 
eligible; 

• already participating in an exchange program in Canada are not eligible; 
• already enrolled in a degree or diploma program at a Canadian university or college are not eligible; and 
• must be enrolled full-time at a post-secondary institution in an eligible country and paying any tuition fees 

regulated by that institution for the full duration of the exchange. 
 

Terms and Conditions 
 

The following terms and conditions must be met during the period of the scholarship. 

The Canadian post-secondary institution: 

• must be recognized by its provincial or territorial government; 
• must waive tuition and/or academic fees for selected students and researchers, as scholarship recipients must 

be registered full-time and paying tuition to their home institution; 
• must inform both the candidate and their home institution of any mandatory fees that, in exceptional cases, 

cannot be waived, prior to applying for a scholarship on the candidate's behalf;  
• will be required to provide qualitative and quantitative reports during the scholarship period.  
 
Scholarship recipients: 
 
• must engage in full-time studies or research as defined by the Canadian institution; 
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• may not normally hold any other major scholarship granted by the Government of Canada; 
• enrolled in courses must arrive in Canada by September for the fall semester or by January for the winter 

semester; and 
• conducting research must arrive in Canada no earlier than July and no later than the following February. 

Important information: 

• For college and undergraduate applications, a written agreement or memorandum of understanding 
between the Canadian institution and the candidate’s home institution must be in place at the time of 
application. 

• For graduate applications, an inter-institutional agreement is desirable but not mandatory. If there is no 
existing exchange agreement, graduate applications which involve a new or established collaboration 
between professors from a Canadian and the student’s home institution will be accepted. 

• Applications submitted directly by a student or their home institution will not be accepted. 
• Scholarships cannot be deferred and are not renewable. 
• Priority will be given to candidates who have not previously studied in Canada under a Government of 

Canada scholarship. 
• Scholarships are not taxable for either the institution or the student. 

 
Deadline for Canadian institutions 

 
The deadline for Canadian institutions to submit online applications on behalf of students is in April. 

 
It is the responsibility of the Canadian institution to ensure that supporting documents are received by the deadline. 
Supporting documents, other than those requested, will not be accepted. 

 
Notification 

 
Canadian institutions are contacted in June by the scholarship administrator regarding the status of their 
application(s). Canadian institutions with successful applicants will receive a contribution agreement for the 
administration and disbursement of scholarships to students. 

 
Selection Process 

 
All online applications received by the deadline that meet the eligibility requirements will be reviewed and evaluated 
for a scholarship. Should there be a larger number of applications than funding available, the Canadian institution 
may be asked to rank its eligible applications based on its institutional strategic priorities. 

 
Applications will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 

 
• academic merit of the proposed research or study that the student will undertake in Canada; 
• benefit to the home institution, supervisor and peers; 
• benefit to the Canadian institution, supervisor and peers; and 
• strength of the linkages to be created through the proposed exchange. 

 
Website: http://www.scholarships-bourses.gc.ca/ 

http://www.scholarships-bourses.gc.ca/

